
Environmental Health Services

Mobile Food/Special Events Program

Working with Our Community 

to Ensure a Safe and Healthy Environment

Special Events
Coordinator and Food Vendor Requirements



Special Events include, but are not limited to: 

Å Grand Openings 

Å Circus 

Å Tasting events

Å BBQ Competitions

Å Festivals 

Å Large sporting events

Å School sanctioned functions (homecomings, carnivals)



Coordinator Requirements

Special Event Coordinator Registration Form

All Special Events where food will be sold or given away are required to be registered 
with Maricopa County Environmental Health Services.

ÅTo properly register an event the individual coordinating the event must submit the 
Coordinator Application ( https://www.maricopa.gov/FormCenter/Environmental-
Services-16/Special-Event-Coordinator-Event-Registra-187).

This application provides the main information needed about the event including:

ÅTime and date of the event 

ÅNumber of food vendors 

ÅAnticipated number of guests 

ÅWater supply

ÅNumber of restrooms/portable toilets (must be 25 feet away from food vendors)

ÅPresence of animals (must be located 100 feet away from food vendors)

This information helps the Department help you to ensure that the needs of the vendors 
and guest are met. It also ensures inspections go as smoothly and quickly as possible.

https://www.maricopa.gov/FormCenter/Environmental-Services-16/Special-Event-Coordinator-Event-Registra-187
https://www.maricopa.gov/FormCenter/Environmental-Services-16/Special-Event-Coordinator-Event-Registra-187


Coordinator Requirements

Special Event Coordinator Registration Form

¶ Submit the Coordinator Registration form online 30 days prior to the start of the Special Event.

https://www.maricopa.gov/FormCenter/Environmental-Services-16/Special-Event-Coordinator-Event-Registra-187

https://www.maricopa.gov/FormCenter/Environmental-Services-16/Special-Event-Coordinator-Event-Registra-187
https://www.maricopa.gov/FormCenter/Environmental-Services-16/Special-Event-Coordinator-Event-Registra-187
https://www.maricopa.gov/FormCenter/Environmental-Services-16/Special-Event-Coordinator-Event-Registra-187
https://www.maricopa.gov/FormCenter/Environmental-Services-16/Special-Event-Coordinator-Event-Registra-187


Coordinator Requirements

Special Event Vendor List

The coordinator is responsible for ensuring that all food vendors are properly permitted 
prior to the start of the Special Event. 

ÅOnly food vendors with mobile food establishment, temporary food establishment, or  
catering permits are allowed to operate at special events.

ÅThe Vendor List must be filled out completely including the Maricopa County 
Environmental Services permit numbers (MF# or FD#) for all food vendors that will 
be operating at the event.



Coordinator Requirements

Vendors List

Special Events Vendor List Template (Excel)

https://www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/35612/Special-Events-Vendor-List-Template-Excel
https://www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/35612/Special-Events-Vendor-List-Template-Excel


Food Vendor Requirements



No permit is needed in Maricopa County for:

ÅPromotional sampling of non-TCSfoods

ÅSelling of packaged non-TCSfoods

ÅCommercial sales /sampling of beverages opened or poured into disposable cups from 

commercial package (kegs, bottles, cans, beer trucks)

ÅArizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) Cottage Food (Home Baked and 

Confectionery Goods) Vendors

ÅBake Sales

ÅVendors that sell whole uncut produce or sell food products in their natural state (ARS 

Title 3, Chapter 3, Article 7)

Permit Exemptions (PDF)

Food Vendor Requirements ïPermits Allowed at Special Events

https://www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/6396/Permit-Exemptions-PDF


Permit Types Allowed at Special Events 

Å Temporary Food Establishment

Å Seasonal Food Establishment

Å Annual Event Food Establishment

Å Mobile Food Establishment Type III (Mobile Food Unit)

Å Mobile Food Establishment Type II (Push Cart)

Å Mobile Food Establishment Type I (Food Peddler)

Å Food Catering Permit

Food Vendor Requirements ïPermits Allowed at Special Events



Spigot

5 Gallon Insulated 

Fresh Water 

Container

Temporary Food Establishment Permit (TMP)

ÅEvents lasting 1 to14 consecutive days

Examples:

Festivals

Tasting events

Homecoming games

Major Sporting events

Food Vendor Requirements ïPermits Allowed at Special Events



Seasonal Food Establishment:

ÅEvents lasting for 15 to 120 days within any permit year.

ÅOperates in conjunction with an onsite commissary or 

fixed food establishment unless alternate Department 

approval is obtained

Examples include:

Spring Training

Pumpkin Patches

State Fair

Food Vendor Requirements ïPermits Allowed at Special Events



Annual Food Establishment Permit :

ÅA food establishment that operates in conjunction with one event for not more 

than 120 consecutive days.

ÅRemoved from the premises at the end of the event

ÅPermit is valid for 1 year 

ÅSelf-contained hand wash station required or temporary handwashsetup

ÅMust go through plan review

Annual Food Establishment Permit is allowed for use at Special Events, Farmers 

Markets and Schools (school sanctioned functions including regular games)

Food Vendor Requirements ïPermits Allowed at Special Events



Catering Permit ïGuidance Document

ÅHold and Servefoods

ÅFinal cooking of meats, soy proteins, and vegetables is allowed

ÅAll food preparation (breading, chopping, mixing, marinating, etc.) must 

be done at the permitted establishment.

ÅCaterers must give noticeto department prior to operating at an event.

Å https://www.maricopa.gov/FormCenter/Environmental-Services-16/Mobile-Food-

Establishments-Food-Caterers-201

Food Vendor Requirements ïPermits Allowed at Special Events

https://www.maricopa.gov/3973/PermanentFixed-Businesseshttps:/www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5896/Catering-Guidance-Document-PDF
https://www.maricopa.gov/FormCenter/Environmental-Services-16/Mobile-Food-Establishments-Food-Caterers-201
https://www.maricopa.gov/FormCenter/Environmental-Services-16/Mobile-Food-Establishments-Food-Caterers-201


All Mobile Food Permit Types:

ÅMobile Food Type I

ÅMobile Food Type II

ÅMobile Food Type III

Food Vendor Requirements ïPermits Allowed at Special Events



Å Ice Cream Trucks
Å Paleta Carts
Å Dispensing pre - made non - TCS drinks
Å Cold trucks
Å Freezer Trucks
Å Snow- cones
Å Pre- packaged TCS Foods

* Temporary hand wash station must  be set up if sampling any open food or 
providing beverages, or ice products

Mobile Food Establishment Type I*

Food Vendor Requirements -Permits



Mobile Food Establishment Type II 

ñPushcartsò ïgenerally sell/dispense:

Å Hot dogs

Å Snow Cones 

Å Kettle Corn

Å Coffee

Å Italian Ice

Å Lemonade

Å Elote(Corn)

Å Nuts

Å Pretzels

Å Baked Items

Å Sandwiches

Food Vendor Requirements ïPermits Allowed at Special Events



Enclosed vehicle-mounted food establishment that prepares, cooks, holds and 

serves food.

Food Vendor Requirements ïPermits Allowed at Special Events



When is a Temporary/Seasonal Required?

Food vendors that do not have an issued Mobile food Establishment or 
Catering permit with the Department will need to obtain a Temporary 
Food Establishment permit if they plan to sell, sample or give away the 
following at a Special Event:

Å Open food (TCSand Non-TCS)
Å Pre-packaged TCSfood items (i.e., ice cream sandwiches, bottles of 

milk, packaged sandwiches)
Å Serve mixed drinks 
Å Provide drinks with garnish or ice,
Å Provide TCSdrinks
Å Provide drinks that are not from their original commercial containers. 

× Also, any Mobile Food Establishments that plans to operate in a manner 
other then how permitted, may need to obtain a temporary permit.

TCSïtime/temperature controlled for safety 




